SEPARATE BEDS

A comic chamber opera
in one act

Libretto: Peter Scott-Presland

Music: Robert Ely



Cast:

EDGAR : Baritone
A lawyer, 30's, quite conventional. Tall and stooped, he is owlish - a little
intimidating.

ERIC: Tenor
Slightly younger, a civil servant making his way up the higher echelons of the
Home Office and Edgar's partner of five years.

ESME LANGLEY: Mezzo-soprano
Their upstairs neighbour and a great friend. A huge, rather butch lesbian with
a penchant for Army surplus clothing. She has a rather hearty manner

PC ALLCOCK: Bass
Young, keen and very good looking.

Instrumentation: Piano, Violin, Violoncello
Setting:

The hall passage of EDGAR and ERIC's 1st floor flat in West Hampstead.

It runs directly upstage to the front door (stage rear).

Offstage, but imagined, are: the main bedroom (stage right) and the spare
bedroom (stage left). Nearer the audience is the kitchen (stage right).

A plaster model of Michelangelo's statue of "David" has pride of place to one
side of the front door. A window overlooking the street is on the other side of
the door. Nearby is is a hat stand. There is also a chair in the hall.

Synopsis:

It is March 1958, early evening.

ERIC arrives home from work. Their conversation turns, eventually, to an
announcement in "The Times" newspaper regarding the implementation of the
Wolfenden Report.

A loud (off-stage) car crash interrupts them. They panic, worrying that the police
may come to interview them and see that they live and sleep together.

ESME arrives, excited by the furore. She takes charge suggesting and they move
items from the main bedroom to the spare to create a "shared" flat.

PC ALLCOCK arrives, initially intending to find out if they have any information on
the crash. However, there is a mutual attraction between ERIC and the policeman
which EDGAR is resigned to.

Morality is in shreds and they retire to separate beds.



SEPARATE BEDS

Peter Scott-Presland Robert Ely
SCENE 1

March 7th 1958, early evening.

EDGAR is in the hall dusting a plaster model of Michelangelo's 'David' with a feather duster.

A radio is playing Rossini's 'Zitto zitto, piano piano' (from La Cerentola) on the Third Programme.
EDGAR sings along, conducting with the duster.

# o T
Edgar —FF = %
=X

“Zitto zitto, piano piano;
Senza strepito e rumore:
Delle due qual é 'umore?
Esattezza e verita.

Sotto voce a mezzo tuono; *
In estrema confidenza:

Sono un misto d'insolenza,
Di capriccio e vanita”.

*EDGAR stops dusting and goes into the kitchen during this.

As he goes, ERIC lets himself in at the front door. He is wearing a hat, an overcoat and carrying
a newspaper, briefcase and umbrella. He places these on the hat stand, removes his hat and
coat which he hangs up and hums along to the Rossini.

EDGAR stops singing and turns off the radio.
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EDGAR goes into the kitchen.
ERIC pours sherry for two.
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EDGAR returns without the frying pan. ERIC hands him a glass of sherry.
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He gestures stage left
(to the spare bedroom)
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ERIC exits with the blankets &
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sheets, one of which he drops.
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ESME & EDGAR look around,
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They jump. SCENE 10
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EDGAR opens the door with a certain smugness.
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EDGAR stands aside as the policeman casually enters.
15 f — He closes the door.
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EDGAR looks around bemused...
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ESME steps forward to take charge
J =126

Allegro
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He winks at Edgar who
shakes his hands at ERIC
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ESME re-enters with a mug of tea
which she hands to the policeman.
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SCENE 12
[Hot, strong and sweet]

when you

Hot, strong and sweet. That's noth-ing you can't beat.
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He swigs from the mug.
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ESME re-enters carrying a mortar bow/

containing some spices.

She casually returns to the sheet and nonchalantly

picks up the large dildo, which she uses as a pestle.
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SCENE 13
[Pound and grind]

Poco allegro
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the flav-ours all com-bined.
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ERIC & ALLCOCK slowly make there way out,
waving goodbye to ESME & EDGAR.
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ESME throws up the mortar & pestle in triumph,
scattering powder everywhere.

Allegro
J=100c

Pno. e |

Y ~
Foxl o
o L, = —
A L7b
Vin. |H{es? o
ANSY
D)
—~ T~
a. b ~
Prp—1 I
Vc iﬁ”b : !
\

\

BLACKOUT
b . A B
B y S— 2
L ¢ ¢
Pno. P f PP
AN | A
Y 2 Y 2
¢ ¢ .
=

/_\
z £ - ﬂit/h\

b = = - - hﬂ' . ~ ~
Vin A L7H e IE I.—IP—IQ ge e Z— -

. {2 f f P Z—

by I I € €
Vc. )V I il il I, / — % —&—¢ =

N —— = s —

|



