
SEPARATE BEDS

A comic chamber opera

in one act

Libretto: Peter Scott-Presland

Music: Robert Ely



Synopsis:

It is March 1958, early evening. 

ERIC arrives home from work. Their conversation turns, eventually, to an

announcement in "The Times" newspaper regarding the implementation of the

Wolfenden Report.

A loud (off-stage) car crash interrupts them. They panic, worrying that the police

may come to interview them and see that they live and sleep together.

ESMÉ arrives, excited by the furore. She takes charge suggesting and they move

items from the main bedroom to the spare to create a "shared" flat.

PC ALLCOCK arrives, initially intending to find out if they have any information on

the crash. However, there is a mutual attraction between ERIC and the policeman

which EDGAR is resigned to.

Morality is in shreds and they retire to separate beds.

Cast:

EDGAR : Baritone

A lawyer, 30's, quite conventional. Tall and stooped, he is owlish - a little

intimidating.

ERIC: Tenor

Slightly younger, a civil servant making his way up the higher echelons of the

Home Office and Edgar's partner of five years.

ESMÉ LANGLEY: Mezzo-soprano

Their upstairs neighbour and a great friend. A huge, rather butch lesbian with

a penchant for Army surplus clothing. She has a rather hearty manner

PC ALLCOCK: Bass

Young, keen and very good looking.

Instrumentation: Piano, Violin, Violoncello

Setting:

The hall passage of EDGAR and ERIC's 1st floor flat in West Hampstead.

It runs directly upstage to the front door (stage rear). 

Offstage, but imagined, are: the main bedroom (stage right) and the spare

bedroom (stage left). Nearer the audience is the kitchen (stage right).

A plaster model of Michelangelo's statue of "David" has pride of place to one

side of the front door. A window overlooking the street is on the other side of

the door. Nearby is is a hat stand. There is also a chair in the hall.
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*EDGAR stops dusting and goes into the kitchen during this.

As he goes, ERIC lets himself in at the front door. He is wearing a hat, an overcoat and carrying

a newspaper, briefcase and umbrella. He places these on the hat stand, removes his hat and

coat which he hangs up and hums along to the Rossini.

EDGAR stops singing and turns off the radio.

March 7th 1958, early evening.

EDGAR is in the hall dusting a plaster model of Michelangelo's 'David' with a feather duster.

A radio is playing Rossini's 'Zitto zitto, piano piano' (from La Cerentola) on the Third Programme.

EDGAR sings along, conducting with the duster.

∑

U

“Zitto zitto, piano piano; 

Senza strepito e rumore: 

Delle due qual è l'umore? 

Esattezza e verità. 

Sotto voce a mezzo tuono; * 

In estrema confidenza: 

Sono un misto d'insolenza, 

Di capriccio e vanità”. 

SEPARATE BEDS

Robert ElyPeter Scott-Presland
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ERIC suddenly notices the policeman and, 

shocked, he drops the magazines.

∑

 .ESMÉ grabs ERIC pulling him forward.

∑

&

#

> >

∑

?#

>

>

∑

&

#

>

?#

>
>

>

˙ ™
œ ˙

˙

‰™

œ

r

œ
œ#
œ
œ

‰™

œ

r

œ
œ
œ
œ

‰™

œ#

r

œ#
œ
œ

œ

‰™

œ

r

œ
œ#
œ
œ

œ#

œ
œ# Œ

œ

œ
œ Œ

œ

œ#
œ Œ

œ

œ

œ# Œ

˙ ™

œ
˙# ˙

˙# œ

œ
˙# ˙

˙ œ Œ

˙ ™ œ
œ
œn

#
œ
œ

j ‰ Œ Ó

≈
œ#
œ#
œ

˙

œ
œ
œ#

Œ

œ

œn œ
œ
#

J

‰ Œ Ó

˙ ™ œ ˙ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ

‰

œ œ œ œ
œ œ

‰

œ œ œ œ
œ œ

œ ™ œ œ# œ
œ
œ#
œ ™ œ# œ œ

J

‰ Œ Œ ‰

œn œ œœœ œ

‰

œ œœœ
œ œ

‰

œ

J

=

SEPARATE BEDS - Page: 156



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Esmé

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

And

mp

this is our neigh bour,- Er ic.-

77

p

p

Esmé

Allcock

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

He lives up -

81

Ver

mf

y- pleased to meet you, sir.

&

#

∑

3

&

#

∑ ∑

œ

œ

œ

?#
∑ ∑



œ
œ

œ

œ

&

#

∑

?#

&

#

∑ ∑

3

?#

He reaches out and shakes ERIC's hand.

ALLCOCK is clearly attracted.

&

#

3 3

?#

&

#

∑ ∑

?#
∑ ∑

Œ
œn œ œ œb œn ˙b ™ œn ˙n ™

Ó
˙

˙

˙

˙
˙
˙
˙

Ó
˙ ˙

˙

˙
˙
˙̇

Œ
˙n ™ œ# ˙ ™ w

œ œ ˙ œb w ˙ ˙ œb ˙ ™

Ó
œ# œ œ

Ó Œ
œ

j

œ

j
œ ™ œ#

J

œ# œ œ œ‹ ˙# ™

œ œ œ ˙ ™
˙

˙#

˙
˙
˙
˙

#
œ# œ# œ ˙ ™

œ

œ
œ#

˙

˙ ™

™
˙

˙

˙
˙
˙̇

#
#∏∏

∏∏
∏∏
∏∏
∏∏
∏∏
∏∏
∏∏
∏∏
∏

œ

œ
œ
#
‹

˙

˙# ™

™

œ# ˙ ™

w

=

SEPARATE BEDS - Page: 157



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Esmé

Eric

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

stairs Phy

mp

84

Do

p

I?

f ff mp p

f ff mf mp p

f ff mf mp p

Esmé

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

sique Pic tor- i- al,- I buy them for the gar den- ing- tips.

p
88

mp p

mf mp p

mf mp p

&

#

∑

ESMÉ bends to gather the magazines.

∑

&

‹

#

∑

&

#

∑

>

. .

. .
. .

?#
∑

> . .

.
.

&

#

∑

>
3

3

?#
∑

>

3 3

&

#

ERIC and EDGAR instinctively cling together for
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Horrified, she notices a large dildo 

which had been dropped by EDGAR 

in the mayhem and rolled under the chair.

She edges close to it, 

picking up the discarded sheet.
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don't mean here, not in this
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must be nice
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sug ar.- If you need a fag.
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I pre fer- to smoke my own.
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run ning- out, Al ways- on the bum for a
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Does n't- your wife keep you sup plied?-
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With cig ar- ettes,- I mean.
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You
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have a ring, I see.
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ESMÉ re-enters carrying a mortar bowl 

containing some spices.
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She casually returns to the sheet and nonchalantly 

picks up the large dildo, which she uses as a pestle.
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mus tard- seed is small and round. The
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5

mf f

mf f

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

&
b
b

b
b

Coquetish

.
. . .

.
. .

SCENE 13

[Pound and grind]

&
b
b

b
b

∑ ∑

?

b
b

b
b ∑ ∑

&
b
b

b
b

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b
b

b
b

.
.

. .
∑ ∑

3

&
b
b

b
b

∑

?

b
b

b
b ∑

&
b
b

b
b

∑ ∑ ∑
.

.
3

3

3

?

b
b

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

.

3

3

‰
œ

J

œ

J

œn

J

‰ œ

J

œ

J

œb

J

œ

j

œ

j
‰

œ

j

˙ ™

Œ Œ ‰

œn

j

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ ˙

˙

n ™
™

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

˙

œ

j

‰ Œ Œ

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

j

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ œœœ ˙ ™

Œ

˙
˙
b

Œ

˙
˙

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

˙

˙n ™

™

Œ

˙

˙ Œ

˙
˙

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

˙

Œ Œ

œ œn œ<b>
œ

J

‰
œœ

œb
œ œ œn œb

œ œn
œn œb

J ‰ ‰
œ œn œb

=

SEPARATE BEDS - Page: 191



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Esmé

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

And ev' ry- pep per- corn- is ground To

10

p

Esmé

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

go in to- a tas ty- stew.

mf f

14

mf

f

°

f

f

&
b
b

b
b

.
. .

&
b
b

b
b

∑ ∑

?

b
b

b
b ∑ ∑

&
b
b

b
b

∑ ∑ ∑

?

b
b

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b
b

b
b

∑

&
b
b

b
b

∑

?

b
b

b
b

&
b
b

b
b

∑ ∑
.

.

3

3

3

?

b
b

b
b ∑ ∑ ∑

.

3 3

‰
œ

J

œ

J

œn

J

‰ œ

R

œ

R

œ ™ œb

J

œ œ œ
œ

˙ ™

Œ Œ ‰

œn

j

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ ˙

˙n

™

™

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œn œ

˙

œ

j ‰ Œ Œ

œ

j

‰ Œ Œ

œ

j

œ œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

J

œ œ

J

œ ˙ œ

J
‰

œ
œ
b œ

œn œ
œ œ

œ
b ™

™
œ
œ

j

œ
œ

˙
˙

œ
œ

j

‰

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ œ ™

œ
œ

J

œ
œ ˙

˙

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

j

‰

œ

Œ Œ

Œ Œ

œ œn œ<b>
œ

J

‰
œ œ

œb
œ

œ œn œb

œ œn
œn œb

J ‰ ‰

œ œn œb

=

SEPARATE BEDS - Page: 192



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Esmé

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

You've

f

got to grind, grind, grind the flav ours- all com bined.-
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Press
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them hard, grind them down The

p

nut meg- and the mace
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Turn the yel low,- mix the brown.
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Crush

f

them to a stick y- paste.
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sweet. I
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like it sweet.
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I'll
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give it ev'ry thing I've got.

f48

f

f

f

ff

ff ff

ff

&
b
b

b
b

&

‹

b
b

b
b

?

b
b

b
b

?

b
b

b
b

&
b
b

b
b

∑

3

3

?

b
b

b
b ∑ ∑

3

&
b
b

b
b

∑

pizz.

?

b
b

b
b ∑ ∑

pizz.

‰ œn

j

œ

J
œ

j

œ ™

J
œ

r

œ ™

j

œ

r

˙ œ

j
‰ Œ Œ

˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ

J ‰ Œ Œ

˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ

J
‰ Œ Œ

˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ

j ‰ Œ Œ

Œ Œ ‰

œ œ
œn œ

œ œ# œb
œ

j ‰ Œ

Œ ‰
œ# œn

œn
œn

j
‰

Œ Œ ‰

œ

J œ

œ

œ

j ‰ Œ

Œ ‰
œ#

J œn

SEPARATE BEDS - Page: 197



°

¢

{

°

¢

Esmé

Eric

Edgar

Allcock

Pno.

Vln.

Vc.

You

f

have to push. Hard.
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Press
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and twist. It's the ac tion- of the wrist.
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hot, sweet teathatfills the mouth, that swirls a round- the ep i- -
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